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Epidemiology 

ÅMelanoma has doubled the last 15 years : 

 from 10/100ô000  to  20/100ô000 inhabitants 

ÅMelanoma is the 2nd most frequent tumor in patients 

 before age 40 

ÅMelanoma is the 2nd most frequent tumor in  % of 

 yearly increase 

ÅMelanoma mortality in men : still increases, 

 in women : stabilized 



 

 

Pathomechanism 1 

 

Å Gene expressions 

Å UV-exposure, 

  reactive oxygen species 

Å DNA repair capacity 



 

  Pathomechanism 2 

Sunburns in children ­    Melanoma 

 

Lifetime risk 1935: 1/ 1500, 2011: 1/ 60! 

 

Role of phaeomelanin? 

 

Sunburns in young adults ­    BCC, Melanoma 

 

Sun exposure chronic       ­    SCC 

  

 



History : MM-RISK 

Å Moles common > 50 

Å Moles atypical > 5 

Å Red hair, freckling 

Å Inability to tan (phototypes I, II) 

Å Sunburn in young children  

Å Kindred, family history 



Examination 

 

Å complete skin exam 

Å light / lens 

Å Wood lamp 

Å number of nevi  

Å atypical nevi  

Å dermatoscopy 

Å lymph nodes 







Precursors 

 

Å atypical mel. nevus (AMN) 

Å congenital mel. nevus (CMN) 

Å lentigo maligna (LM) 

AAMN 



CMN LLM 



Clinical types of melanoma 

 

SSM   50% 

NM     30% 

LMM   10% 

ALM     5% 

Other   5% 

SSM 





NMNM 




